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 NEWS  

Since the Russian aggression against Ukraine in 2022, the Holodomor has been recognized as a
genocide against Ukrainians by almost all members of the European Union. Perhaps the
forgotten Welsh journalist Gareth Jones is the most responsible for this . Namely, he is the only
Western journalist who was able to roam freely in Stalin's Soviet Union, which he can thank the
Nazis to whom it was extremely important that the West learn about the famine in the Soviet
Union. In less than 30 years of his life, Jones was kidnapped twice. The Srst time literally, which
cost him his life, and the second time - posthumously. During his lifetime, he was used by the
Nazis, and almost a century later, even the Ukrainians do not give him peace .

The mass famine that hit the Soviet Union in 1933 claimed between Sve and ten million victims,
according to some estimates. The communist regime persistently denied the events almost until
the very end of its existence, when in 1989 it Snally acknowledged the catastrophic
consequences of the famine , which it had denied for more than half a century. The news about
the mass famine that hit parts of the USSR was Srst brought to the West by Gareth Jones, who to
this day remains the only Western journalist and direct witness of the tragedy in the USSR.
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Under the inYuence of the Soviet authorities, all newspaper reporters from Moscow at the time,
led by the 1932 Pulitzer winner, Walter Duranty of the New York Times, declared Jones a liar .
With this, they practically destroyed his career and irrevocably defamed him. Two years later,
Jones was abducted under unexplained circumstances on the border between Mongolia and the
Japanese parastatal of Manchukuo, only to be killed two weeks after the abduction, just one day
before his thirtieth birthday, allegedly by Chinese bandits. 

How the already forgotten Welshman became relevant is revealed for Lupiga by his great-nephew
Philip Colley , who, after the death of his mother Margaret Siriol Colley and brother Nigel, tries to
preserve the memory of the new Welsh hero, as he is called today in Wales and Ukraine.

"Gareth Jones  was perOdiously used by Ukrainian ultranationalists ," says the great-nephew of the Welsh journalist, Philip Colley (PHOTO:

Private archive)

"Gareth was instrumental in making the West aware of the millions who starved to death in the
Soviet Union. However, it was perSdiously used by Ukrainian ultranationalists,"  Philip Colley
explains to Lupiga from his home in Hastings in the south of England.

By 2019, the Slm "Mr. Jones" in the Ukrainian-Polish-British co-production, no one knew about him
even in Wales. Five years later, the Taras Shevchenko Journalism Institute of Kyiv University
awards an annual award bearing his name, while memorial plaques are erected in Wales and
streets are named after him in Ukraine.

"He was completely forgotten by the institutions for more than half a century. Only his sisters and
my mother, or Gareth's niece, remembered him. But there was always an awareness in the family
of how exceptional a person Gareth was. Around the time my late mother retired, the Foreign
Obce declassiSed documents mentioning her. This fact, together with the curiosity to Snd out
something speciSc about him, prompted her to start researching archival material, which turned
the family tradition into a concrete historical reconstruction, from which a comprehensive
biography ("More Than a Grain of Truth" was published in 2005) Croatian "More than a grain of
truth", op. a . At the same time, my brother put all the archival material on a website where you
can still Snd Gareth's diary that he wrote while he was in the Soviet Union," Colley tells us.

Soon after, the website with the material collected by Gareth Jones during his stay in the Soviet
Union was also discovered by the Ukrainian emigration . 

"The majority of the Ukrainian diaspora originates from western Ukraine, that is, the province of
Galicia, from where a good part of the SS Division of Galicia was recruited. Members of that
formation committed war crimes against Poles and Jews, and it is in the interest of these people,
as well as their descendants, not to talk about the Holocaust. Like any country, Ukraine needed
new state-building myths after independence. Part of that campaign is the promotion of the
Holodomor. On the one hand, to point out the suffering of the Ukrainian people, but on the other
hand, to draw attention away from the Holocaust, in which the Ukrainians themselves
participated," explains Colley.

As the great-nephew of the now-famous journalist explains, it was this nationalist current that
discovered his mother's research and contacted the family with the intention of promoting Gareth
Jones' work.

"Of course, my mother and family liked that interest. After decades and decades of oblivion, it
seemed that someone Snally remembered its importance and decided to valorize it as it
deserves. She was probably partly sentimental, but she certainly didn't know what kind of people
they were, nor their connections with Nazism. Over time, these people became more and more
involved in the promotion of my great-uncle and his work. This was happening around the
beginning of the 2000s when the then president of Ukraine, Viktor Yushchenko, was writing a new
history of his country. It is, therefore, the time when a new national myth of Ukraine separated
from the Soviet Union is being built. Part of that myth is the narrative that Ukraine is a victim of a
deliberately caused famine by which the Russians are dealing with the Ukrainians, and the texts
that my great-uncle wrote in the thirties of the last century are important to them in order for that
myth to survive, although they keep silent about what my great-uncle wrote, and which does not
work in their favor", Colley explains to us.

The Orst signed article about the famine in the USSR was carried by The Evening Standard on March 31, 1933, two days after Gareth Jones

announced the news at a press conference in Berlin (PHOTO: Gareth Vaughan Jones Estate)

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, and then moving away from Russia's sphere of interest,
Ukraine needed new national heroes , and it found one in distant Wales. One of the stories that
we witnessed in this region, in part, ourselves in the nineties of the last century. 

"No one even heard of him in his hometown of Barry until the movie 'Mr. Jones'. Like the rest of
the world, our politicians got to know Gareth from that movie. He has now become a Welsh hero
but, unfortunately, has been used for propaganda purposes. During the debate in the Welsh
Parliament after the Holodomor was declared genocide, the word 'Bolshevik' was not mentioned
once, nor was collectivisation. However, genocide appears 24 times, Russia 11 times, and Putin
nine times, even though the Holodomor has nothing to do with Russia or Putin. The Bolsheviks
and Stalin's policy of collectivization are responsible for the famine. It is clear, therefore, that it
was a political debate used for daily political purposes, and not a serious historical discussion
that should determine what happened in the Soviet Union in the 1930s", explains our interlocutor. 

According to the great-nephew of the Welsh journalist, obcial Ukrainian sources use historical
material and the testimony of Gareth Jones very selectively , taking only the parts of the truth
that support their thesis. 

"For example, when they quote Gareth's texts they regularly cut out the parts that talk about
famine in other parts of the Soviet Union. In this way, one gets the impression that he testiSes
only about the famine and its consequences in Ukraine. But if you look at what Gareth wrote
about when he was in the Soviet Union, if you go through his diary and texts, then you will
understand that his experience is much closer to the historical version of the Soviet Union than to
the new myths of Ukraine. From what is written in his diaries, as well as from his texts published
in newspapers at the time, the Holodomor was not the result of the deliberate genocide of a
people, but the product of bad politics that caused famine everywhere. After returning from the
Soviet Union in March 1933, Gareth wrote the following verbatim in his address to the media:
'There is no bread, we are dying!' This cry comes from every part of Russia; from (region, op. a. )
Volga, Belarus, North Caucasus and Central Asia'. So, Gareth wrote that this is not a localized
problem concerning the Ukrainians but, according to his knowledge, it is a question of
omnipresent hunger. He also wrote about the causes, which, in his opinion, were collectivization,
dekulakization, the peasants themselves who resisted collectivization by killing livestock, as well
as the Soviet grain export policy," says the great-nephew of Gareth Jones, outraged by the way his
great-uncle is used for daily political purposes .

Since 1915 and the Slming of the legendary "Birth of a Nation" by David Gribth, originally called
"Klansman", referring to the Ku Klux Klan, the Olm industry has been used for propaganda
purposes . At the same time, it is completely unimportant whether, as in the case of "The Birth of
a Nation", they will make national heroes out of the Ku Klux Klan and create social problems for
the next hundred years. The Slm "Mr. Jones", directed by Polish director Agnieszka Holland in
2019, is based on Jones' trip to the Soviet Union. Philip's brother, Nigel, was supposed to be an
adviser to the screenwriter Andrei Chalupaja, but he did not live to make the Slm, which Philip
Colley was extremely unhappy with because, in his interpretation, he used Gareth Jones to
promote the obcial Ukrainian version that the Soviet Union was deliberately killing Ukrainians
although the Welsh journalist never wrote about it.

"The Nazis certainly looked with approval at all the bad things that were happening in the Soviet Union and there is no doubt that their goal was

for the world to know about it. In this sense, Gareth was useful to them, which is also part of the truth that the Ukrainian side is keeping quiet,"

Philip Colley (PHOTO: Private archive)

"If you watch the movie 'Mr Jones', you get the impression that my great-uncle only experienced
famine in Ukraine. However, he got off the train in Russia and walked to Ukraine. If you just
watched the movie, you will again get the impression that the Soviets exclusively killed Ukrainians
by starvation, when in reality a large number of ethnic Russians also died of starvation. Of course,
many more Ukrainians died, no one can or should dispute that. However, the Ukrainian version of
events completely ignores that the Nazi German consulate in Kharkiv helped him on his way
through the Soviet Union. Namely, at that time none of the foreign journalists were allowed to
leave Moscow. Why could Gareth? The real reason is that he was invited by Oscar Ehrt, then vice
consul of Germany and father of Adolf Ehrt. Adolf is the man who headed the department in
Goebbels' Ministry of Propaganda that dealt with anti-communist activities. The widespread
hunger in the Soviet Union was an important part of the propaganda war against the Bolsheviks
for the Nazis, so Gareth, who wanted to write about it, was extremely useful to them. If that
connection had not existed, my great-uncle would not have been able to set off on his journey to
Ukraine. Today there is a terrible war there, but with a daily political campaign, they take away our
right to the truth and to know what really happened there and then. He was not reporting on
ethnic genocide but on famine," says Colley.

Gareth Jones came to Germany for the Srst time in 1923 at the age of 17 and went there regularly
until 1934. He spoke the language Yuently and made many friends. Just before leaving for the
Soviet Union and just three days before the Nazis would burn down the Reichstag in 1933, he
managed to board a plane with Adolf Hitler and his propaganda minister Goebbels. 

"As time became more radicalized, some of the people he met in Germany in his youth certainly
became active in political processes. It is not clear how, but he knew and worked with the
journalist Eric Schuller, Oscar Ehrt's nephew, so it is likely that this relationship helped him to go
to the Soviet Union. The Germans certainly looked with approval on all the bad things that
happened in the Soviet Union and there is no doubt that their goal was for the world to know
about it. However, given the political situation and economic ties, they could not say so openly. In
this sense, Gareth was useful to them, which is also part of the truth that the Ukrainian side is
keeping quiet," Colley recounts. 

"No bread for two months", pages 5 and 6 of the second volume of the diary that Gareth Jones kept during his last trip to the Soviet Union in

1933 (PHOTO: Gareth Vaughan Jones Estate)

Although propaganda is often less complicated than reality, it is worth devoting a moment to the
vice consul of Nazi Germany in Kharkiv, Oscar Ehrt . Namely, we are talking about a native
Russian. More precisely, to a member of the German minority, the Mennonites, an Anabaptist
branch of radical reformists who settled along the Volga River, mainly around the city of Saratov
and all the way to today's eastern Ukraine. 

Following the example of Maria Theresa, the Austro-Hungarian empress, who gave her
compatriots many privileges to settle in the Danube, the German princess and later the Russian
empress,  Katerina the Great , herself invited her compatriots to her new homeland, promising
them numerous privileges. She came to power after organizing the murder of Peter III's husband.
and German immigrants were an ideal way to consolidate support. Mennonites responded in
large numbers to the colonization. The ancestors of the later vice consul Oscar Ehrt arrived
among the few hundred thousand Germans. During the First World War, the Mennonites
supported the First Reich, and during the Russian Civil War, the White Army of monarchists and
anti-communists. 

"Adolf Ehrt, OScar's father, was one of the founders of the 'Brüder in Not' campaign , which
collected aid for German colonists during the famine of 1933. However, despite the benign name,
it is actually a covert Nazi organization, for which Gareth, without knowing its true nature, helped
raise funds. This does not mean that he harbored any sympathy for the Nazis. He wanted to help
people who were starving. He also wanted to tell the story of these people. It was the Nazis who
wanted that story to be heard. It is unclear why all this is being kept quiet now, because these
details reveal how much more complex and interesting the history is than what the obcial version
of events is told by those who take from Gareth only what is in their favor. What particularly
angers me is that Gareth was an internationalist. Not in the Bolshevik sense, but in the sense that
all people are Srst of all - people. He was strongly against nationalism because he saw the
consequences of the First World War and the way nationalism destroyed millions of lives. It is
extremely painful today to watch Ukrainian nationalists exploiting it for war purposes. The whole
point of Gareth Jones was to avoid wars, and it is very ironic that today he is being exploited in
such a perSdious way", concludes Philip Colley.
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Engaged 1 hour ago

The goal of writing here is not to present your views, but to exclude, relativize and dilute others and call
such closed and limited minds. 
Computer-mediated communication does not have to be an intercultural competition and is not
necessarily unhealthy. Provided that misinformation is not spread.

Arkaj 2 hours ago

There are crimes in every war and there were certainly some by the Russian troops in the
implementation of the SMO. It should be remembered that, for example, the Wagnerians were picked up
from prison and that they were convicted criminals who agreed to become soldiers for remission of their
sentences. But these crimes are of an individual nature and are not an integral part of military operations
and strategic planning. Dombas, where the current Sghting is taking place, is mostly inhabited by ethnic
Russians who, since 2014, opposed the nationalist Kiev regime and its army, which in turn
systematically shelled the civilian population. Things are clear to anyone who wants to think and avoid
being a parrot. The Kiev regime had a political need to expel the hostile population, so it shelled it. The
Russian army has no political motivation to force the population to commit crimes. He will eventually
have that when and if he comes to the area of western Ukraine, along the Polish border. Try to think in a
way that you can see the motivation of those who have the power to make decisions, so you will be less
manipulated by propaganda in the media.....

Arkaj 2 hours ago

The ICC lost credibility and proved to be a political tool of the West by issuing a warrant against
President Putin for the alleged "kidnapping of Ukrainian children". You can be pretty sure that this "court"
will not make a similar order against the Israeli surveyor or the American president no matter what
actions they are accused of.....
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The one in Rwanda and in Srebrenica was stopped. 
Yes, a terrible war is taking place in Gaza, and time will tell whether it will ever come to the International
Court of Justice. 
By the way, Ukraine has already initiated the procedure to establish Russia's responsibility in Ukraine and
is collecting documentation. 
Civilization remembers the disappearance of entire peoples and the most terrible crimes, and it is
necessary to know and learn this in history. But the term genocide itself was deSned only in 1948. 
The future is uncertain, it often seems hopeless, but no one today excludes the possibility of an arrest
warrant for Netanyahu being issued by the ICC in The Hague. 
UN resolutions should be respected; the story: "what did they do", leads nowhere.

Arkaj 3 hours ago

Unfortunately, we are witnessing that political needs dictate narratives and that the truth is never an
insurmountable obstacle in achieving their goals. This is not only the media and the history we learn in
school, but also the courts. Unfortunately, there are quite a few examples of genocide in history, and one
is taking place right in front of our fathers, in Gaza. If you lock people in a small space from which they
cannot escape, bury them with bombs, do not allow the entry of food and medical supplies, turn off the
electricity and demolish everything that makes urban civilized life possible, is it genocide? Do you expect
any of the American politicians, including President Biden, to be held accountable for enabling and
supporting this genocide, because without US support it would have been stopped a long time ago? 
It is pointless for me to discuss Stalin or Hitler, who died before I was born, if we are not able to stop the
current genocide and punish those who enable and lead it.....
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