A Short Account of the Life and Murder of Gareth Jones
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Gareth Jones

August 13, 1905 to August 12, 1935

"Mr. Gareth Jones knows Europe thoroughly. From his travels in Soviet Russia,
Germany and Poland he brought back valuable information and showed gifts of keen

observation.... In conversation he is able to give a vivid picture of what he

has seen.

"He is sharp, keen and reliable, and works rapidly with zest and good humour. I
notice a spark of venturesomeness in him combined with solid study and the gift
of getting on with people., I feel confident in predicting a brilliant future

for this young man."

The Rt. Hon. David Lloyd George



Introduction

In the summer of 1985, almost fifty years to the day since my great-uncle,
Gareth anes, had met his death there, I was to travel through Inner Mongolia.
To me, it seemed a quiet place. There were no bandits, no voices calling for
Mongolian independence, and, certainly, no Japanese soldiers. In 1935, however,
one would have found a much different state of affairs. Banditry was endemic,
Prince Te Wang and his Mongol brothers were making vigorous efforts to set up a
separate Mongol state, and the Japanese army was encroaching further and further

into an increasingly chaotic China,

The turbulent changes then taking place in and around Inner Mongolia were to act
as a lodestone to which the journalist, Gareth Jones, was irresistibly drawn.
Having arrived in Peking, on the latter stages of a journey around the world, he
was invited to attend a conference of Mongolian princes. On the return journey
from that conference, he was kidnapped by Chinese bandits, and ultimately became
a victim of the chaos he was seeking to understand. What follows is a resume of
his brief life and of the circumstances, hitherto never satisfactorily
explained, that surrounded his death. Also presented are the contents of the

last letter he was ever to write.



The Life of Gareth Jones

Gareth Richard Vaughan Jones was born in Barry, on August 13th 1905.

From the ages of eleven to seventeen he received his education at the County
School for Boys, in Barry, where his father, Major Edgar Jones, Welsh adviser to
the BBC and a leading educationalist of the time, was headmaster. From there he
proceeded to study French at the University College of Wales in Aberystwyth, and
at Strasbourg University, where he gained the 'Diplome superieur des etudes
francaises', eventually graduating with first class honours in 1926. That same
year he won an Entrance Exhibition to Trinity College, Cambridge, and it was
here that the flowering of his academic potential was to take place. During his
three years as an undergraduate at Cambridge, he completed the Medieval and
Modern Languages Tripos Parts I and II, gaining first class honours in French,
German and Russian, while earning himself distinction in the oral examinations
of all three languages. In recognition of such success, he was awarded the
coveted position of Senior Scholar and Prizeman of Trinity College. After the
completion of his studies he remained at Cambridge for one term, acting as
Supervisor of Studies for four colleges, including Trinity, before undertaking
post-graduate research on the history of the Soviet press under Sir Bernard

Pares and Prince Mirsky of London University.

-It was on the recommendation of Sir Bernard Pares, the erstwhile head of the
School of Slavonic and East European Studies, that Gareth Jones, at the age of
24, was invited to an interview with Mr. David Lloyd George, at which he was
requested to write a brief on the situation in Germany. So impressed was the
former Prime Minister, "by his wide knowledge, and his ability to sum up a

situation concisely and exactly"7, that he appointed him to his personal staff

D. Lloyd George - testimonial for Gareth Jones, 4.3.31.
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as his Private Secretary for Foreign Affairs. Thus marked a significant break
from an academic career to that of a career in active affairs. His new post
required him to keep in close daily contact with changes in European affairs and
prepare memoranda for all his eminent and demanding employer's speeches and
articles on those matters. Having already travelled extensively in earlier
years, often working his passage from his Barry home on the ships of various
nations, Jones was well equipped to undertake the foreign assignments demanded
by his job. 1In 1930, on behalf of Lloyd George, he paid his second visit to
Russia where he met many of the leading politicians and was honoured by an
interview with Lenin's widow. The following year he was sent to Germany (a
country he had visited at least once each year for the ten years from 1923) and
Poland, where, again, by means of introductions, he was able to meet and
interview many of the most prominent statesmen. On his return, he accepted one
of the many attractive offers that came his way as a result of his spreading
reputation. Released by Lloyd George, he went to New York for a year under the
auspices of Mr. Ivy Lee and Associates, and worked in the publicity department
of the Rockefeller Foundation, thus enlarging his grasp of world affairs to
encompass a knowledge of the workings of American business economics. The
economic crisis of 1932 (an event he had foreseen and written on) precipitated
his return to London and the resumption of his work with Lloyd George, a post he
was to retain until April 1933. During this time he was again sent abroad,
notably in 1932 to Mussolini's Italy whe;e he reported on the measures used by
the regime to relieve unemployment through the draining of the Pontine Marshes,
aﬁd in early 1933, again to Germany, where he witnessed Adolf Hitler's
appointment as Chancellor, and was invited to accompany him on his subsequent

aeroplane election campaign.



The following are extracts from "With Hitler Across Germany", an article written

in February 1933 by Jones for the Western Mail,

"If this aeroplane should crash, the whole history of Europe would be
changed. For a few feet away sits Adolf Hitler, Chancellor of
Germany and leader of the most volcanic nationalist awakening which
the world has seen.... He does not look impressive...a slight figure
in a shapeless, black hat, wearing a light mackintosh, and when he
raised his arms flabbily to greet those who had assembled to meet

him, I was mystified.

How had this ordinary-looking man succeeded in becoming deified by 14
million people? ...He was more natural and less of a poseur than I
had expected; there was something boyish about him as he saw a new
motor car and immediately displayed an interest in it.... His hand
shake was firm, but his large, outstanding eyes seemed emotionless as

he greeted me....

Behind Hitler sits a man who laughs all the time. He has a narrow
Iberian head, and brown eyes which twinkle with wit and intelligence.
He looks like the dark, small, narrow headed, sharp Welsh type which
is so often found in the Glamorgan valleys. This is Dr.
Goebbels...the brains of the National Socialists...and its most
emotional speaker. His is a name to remember for he will play a big
part in the future. To Hitler's left sits a massive fair-haired man,
beside whom Hitler looks dwarf-like.. This is Hitler's adjutant....
He (Hitler) looks mild. Can this be the ruthless enemy of

Bolshevism? It puzzles me....

We make a smooth landing. Nazi leaders, some in brown, some in black
and silver, all with a red swastika arm-band, await their chief. He
steps out of the aeroplane, But he is now a man spiritually
transformed. His eyes have a certain fixed purpose. Here is a
different Hitler. There are two Hitlers - the natural, boyish
Hitler, and the Hitler who is inspired by a tremendous national
force, a great Hitler., It is the second Hitler who has stirred

Germany to an awakening."



Shortly after his brief but 1{lluminating encounter with the nascent
Nationalist-Socialist regime in Germany, Jones made his third and final journey
to Soviet Russia. Freed from the confines of official supervision, he made his
way deep into the Ukraine, where, for many days, he wandered alone through the
devastated countryside, sleeping in the huts of peasants, and witnessing at
first hand the calamitous results of Stalin's crude attempts at collectiv-
isation. At a time when official Soviet organs spoke only of minor "food
shortages™, if recognition of a problem was given at all, Jones' inquiring mind
produced probably the earliest revelation as to the full extent of the disaster
that had befallen the Russian countryside. On his return to England, he was
approached by several leading newspapers seeking to publish the material he had
gathered, and in a series of articles depicting the scenes of famine and disease
he had observed, he helped bring home to the world the tragic scale of suffering

that was then to be found in Stalin's Russia.

Thus marked his departure from the offices of Lloyd George and his decision to
embark full-time on a career in journalism and later in public lecturing.
Having already contributed several articles freelance, to the 'Times', the 'News
Chronicle', the 'Manchester Guardian' and the 'Economist', he attached himself
to the 'Western Mail' of South Wales, in order to gain experience in the
technical work of a journalist. Theré he remained until October 1934, writing
numerous articles on the current international situation as well as providing
f)ortraits of a Welsh culture that was all too quickly fading away. The freedom,
which success permitted, enabled him to combine his work for the 'Western Mail!
with a series of nationwide lecture tours, dealing predominantly with the
subject of Bolshevik Russia, which took him from places as far apart as
Bournemouth and Belfast, and before audiences as prestigious as those of the
'Royal Institute of International Affairs'. The tour was an unqualified
success, as successive audiences were gripped by his subject matter and

oratorical skill, "Mr. Gareth Jones held us all entranced. He has a real



-9 -
actor's gift of presenting his matter in a dramatic and striking form, which
stimulates the imagination and makes it impossible to forget his descriptions

and cr‘iticisms."n

Not content with the experiences and knowledge that had already come his way,
Jones planned to further increase his understanding of international affairs by
means of an extensive world tour - a journey that would be financed in its early
stages by another series of lectures that would take him from the Atlantic to
the Pacific coasts of America. By so doing, he hoped to become sufficiently
versed in the field of foreign journalism as to be able to take up a hoped for
position as special correspondent for the Times, He had of late become
interested in the volatile situation arising in the Far East, and it was his
intention to centre his journey on research for a proposed book examining the
influence of an increasingly active Japan in the Pacific region, whilst
simultaneously contributing, to various newspapers in London and Berlin, regular
freelance articles on the countries through which he would pass. His original
plan was to begin lecturing in New England, and work his way through the Middle
West to California, from where he would cross by ship, via Honolulu, to Japan.
From there he planned to visit the newly formed, and controversial, state of
Manchukuo, before moving on to China, Indo-China, Burma, and finally to India,
before returning home to Wales. This initial itinerary, which he expected to
complete within a few months beyond a year, was to become significantly and

fatefully revised as his journey progressed.

And so, in late October 1934, at the age of 29, Gareth Jones took leave of the
security of his job with the Western Mail, bade farewell to his family, and set

sail for America, at the start of a journey which was to prove to be his last.

% The Principal, Morley College, London.






